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The Rybski & Windjack Families have worked hard for the success
they have achieved and an indication of their children's appreciation
is symbolized by the following poem written by Tricia Rybski on behalf
of all the children.

BROCK GOLFLAND - JUNE 25, 1988,

Just 25 short years ago

There was g field of hay

And rows of grapes on the other side
Where a golf course stands today.

You had a dream, and as we know
Long hours did it take

From Tee to Green, and in between
A golf course did you make.

First there was the driving rangé
Which grew from a field of rock

Then came the front nine, then the back
Which we now know as BROCK.

There was a tiny cottage

Which was the first Pro Shop

Now folks can drive at Winter school
It's golf - and golf - Non-stop!

We know how hard that you have worked
Family and friends helped too

Now we, your kids, want you to know
How proud we are of you.
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THE RAPIDLY GROWING number of golfers in the St.
Catharines area will have another place to exercise their muscles
this weekend with the opening of the new Brock Golfland on
the Merrittville Highway just south of Lake Gibson.

Co-owners Ed Rybski of St. Catharines and Walter Wind-
jack of Niagara Falls took us on a brief tour of the grounds
this week and we can say without hesitation that the 35
acres of rolling former farm and bushland will eventually
prove fo be one of the finest par three courses in Ontario.‘

This Friday the first portion of the project, the 16-station
floodlit driving range, will be opened. The golf course itself ‘is
expected to be ready next June and a miniature course will
likely follow later in 1964. : :

b SRS L

“THERE’S NO USE pushing this thing,” said Rybski. “We
want it right before opening the full course to the public. We had
‘hoped to have it operating this year. However when you’re
holding down a regular job (Rybski works in the Anthes Imperial
test lab, Windjack is office manager of Wade Electric in the |
Falls) you just ean’t put in enough time here.” |

: It’s been a weekend and evening proposition for the fwo
men who have done almost all the work themselves. That
includes landscaping, seeding, building roads, a small office
and a dozen and one other things connected with a course of
this type. :

Lack of rain and, at the moment, the lack of an adequate
water supply have hampered the grass growth. Right now water
must be pumped from a small stream dissecting the eourse but
they plan to dig at least two wells later.
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THE SMALLER GOLF COURSES are becoming increasingly
popular for the casual player. : 5
In the last month we have played a nine-hole par-three|
course in the Falls and what is termed an executive course (a
little longer than a par three) 18-hole layout in Mount Hope.

For anyone who only hits the ball by chance and whose
distance leaves something to be desired (Rex Stimers claims
we drive like a ericket player who has tried baseball, then
turned to golf) these smaller courses give the ego a large
boost.

The more serious golfers also find them an excellent spot
-to sharpen up on their short game. Incidentally the Broek (now
how did they decide on that name?) Golfland will have at least
three holes more than 200 yards which gives an opportunity for
a few good belts . . . at the ball, that is.

The driving range at Golfland is the second in the immediate

St. Catharines area. The first, on Queenston St. has been oper-
ating very successfully for several years.
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DOWN THE FAIRWAYS

By WAYNE REDSHAW /94 y

ALL ROADS lead to the new Brock Golfland par 3 course,
mtuated on the Merrittville Highway at Beaverdams Road, this
‘coming Sunday afternoon as co-owners Ed Rybski and Walt
Windjack celebrate their official opening of the layout. Al-
ready, many hundreds have given the new course a test with
some finding it to their liking and others finding it tough.

We had the pleasure last night of touring over the nine-hole,
1,302-yard layout. Affer our round, we came fo the conclusion,
a duffer’s of course, that if you don’t hit a straight ball, you

could wind up in a lof of trouble. At least we did on our at<

tempt. However, this is nothing new as we find any course
tough, from miniature to the regular setup.

When we talk of trouble on the layout, we refer to the water
ponds that you must hit over on two of the holes, the fair-sized
sand fraps around six of the greens, the many trees if you hook
plus the bush on three holes if you really over-shoot the green.

One of the peculiar things about our expedition over the
layout, as compared to various other visits at par 3 courses,
was that on two of the holes, numbers 4 and 9, we had to use
a wood off the tee. Now, if you get good yardage from the
irons, you certainly won’t have any use for the woods, but for
us, real duffers, 227 and 218 yards respectively, is just a wee
bit too long. The remainder of the course can be covered with
the seven and nine irons or even a wedge on a couple of holes.

The following is how we found the course. On number one,
a 140-yard hole, we recommend that you hit slightly to the left
or in front because a shot too far to the right cowld result in
your ball rolling into the pond. One careful note. Beware of
the tree on the left side of the green.

Number two, 117 yards, you hit over the pond. The green
is-narrow in front and-is trapped on both sides.

The third tee is practically situated in the bush and if you
play in fhe evening, you're hitting directly into the sun. Only
hazard on this hole is a big sand trap situated in the right front
corner of the green,

THE FOURTH hole is the toughest one on the course. If's
not only the longest, 227 yards, but the green is the hardest
fo hit, being sifuated level with the ground, the only one of this
nature on the layout. The green is long but isn’t too wide.
No traps are placed around the fourth hole but there is a row
of trees to the left plus the bush 40 feet behind,

The only hazards on number five, a 118-yarder. are two '

traps, found on both front sides of the green while on number
six, the shortest hole on the course, 97 yards, you not only face
the chance of dropping your ball into traps in front but could
go out of bounds with a hook into the bush. The green is' also
extremely small and over-shooting could result in going out of
hounds. j

7.

One ocan also go out of bounds on seven and eight with a
hook because of a row of trees bordering both fairways. In

addition to the boundry on seven, 40 yards off the tee is a small |

stream, The green is big and split level.
on this 167-yard hole.

The eighth, 115 yards, is partially in the bush while a big
trap is situated in the front left corner. Another trap is placed
on the right side just before the bush.

On the final, 218 yards, ouly one trap is placed to the left
of the big green.

No traps are found

ALL-!N-ALL, the new Brock Golfland par 3 course shapes

up for a good round whether you've a duffer, an average golfer
or a pro. Like many par threes, it's an em'emely good place
te improve your iron shols.

~ Brock Golfland '

Course Is Opened

The Brock Golfland par three
course, Merrittville Highway at
Beaverdams Road, was official-
ly opened yesterday afternoon
before a large turnout.

On hand for the opehing cere-
monies were numerous digni-
‘taries, olub owners and club pro-
fessionals from the Niagara Dis-
trict.

Reeve Melvin Swart of Thor-
old Township cut the ribbon on
the. first fee to officially open
the new layout while Mayor Cec-
il Grose of Thorold; Mayor Ivan
Buchanan of St. Catharines; El-
lis Morningstar, MIPP for Wel-

-

land riding; James McNulty,
MP for Lincoln, and eco-Gwners
Ed Rybski and Walk Windjack
looked on.

Following the opening, club
professionals Bill Baker of Niag-
ara - On - The - ake, Bill
Kozak of Oaklands, Nicol
Thompson of Niagara Parks and
owners Carm Daw of Westlane,
Ray Savigny of Beechwood and
Norm Lever of Fairview Park
Golf Land foured the layout in
friendly match.

The nine - hole 13{)2 - yard
layout will be open from 7 a.m.

to 9 p.m. daily.

To 18 Holes

19¢ Yy

Brock Golfland

Expanding Course

Brock Golfland, the combination driving range

Land has already been ac-
quired by owners Walt Wind-
jack and Ed Rybski south of
the present nine-hole layout

and par-3 course on 'the Merrittville Highway, will ex=
pand to 18 holes by the middle of next season.

for night play, comprises 25
rubber mat tees and 10 grass
tees.

and work on roughing in the .
greens began this week. |
“Much of the area is openi
pasture so we can seed the fair-
ways this fall,” Windjack said‘
today. “We expected to have
second nine playable by late
July of next vear.”
Brock Golfland opened its
driving range in 1963 with the
present nine-hole par-3 course
in operation the following year.
The additional nine holes will
give the site a 2,800-yard length.
“There’ll be another pond on
the back nine,” Windjack re-
vealed. “Two of the holes will
also be more than 200 yards and
we plan on having at least one
elevated green.”

The current nine-hole par-3 set
is 1,302 yards long with one 227-
yard hold. The longest of the

new nine will be 240 yards.
Brock’s driving range, lighted




Par Three Course Opens

“Now that’s a golf ball,” says Thoiold St Catharines Mayor Ivan D, Buchanan;
Township Reeve Mel Swart during some kib-  Ellis Morningstar, MPP for Welland County;
itzing Sunday during the opening of the  Jim McNulty, MP for Lincoln County; Mayor
Brocklands Par Three Golf Course on the  Cecil Grose of Thorold.

Merrittville Highway, With Mr. Swart are

—Staff photo

Practice Makes JPrfect L I96Y

The newly-completed Brock Golf Land on the Merrittville night driv_ing with future plans to include a par-three cours
highway is a study in concentration as four duffers sharpen  and practice greens.

up on their driving, The layout is lighted for both day and —Staff phot
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- record the opening ceremonies for posterity.
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ONE PROBLEM facing every sports reporter is frying to
write and act like an expert on various athletic pursuits while
at the same time keeping a safe distance away from active,
participation. - . {

Why this should be necessary we wouldn’t know.

A musie critic isn’t expected to have the voice of Mario
Lanza. No one ever asks a labor reporter to march in a |
picket line. A political analyst isn’t invited to make a speech '
from the floor of the House of Commons. There are probably
more houge painters than artists who judge the talents of
Picasso. And we have yet to see the name of a book reviewer
on the front of a novel.

Yet sports reporters are expected to be able to swing a golf
club like Sammy Snead, match scores with Johnny Patterson on
the bowling lanes and, if necessary, swim the English Channel
just to prove he knows what he’s writing about,

e ke

IN OUR 17 YEARS fapping out sporfs items we've been
inveigled into an odd assortment of competitive or semi-competi-
tive situations which have almost invariably ended in embarrass-
ment and utter failure.

What brought this to mind was the opening of the Brock-
land Par Three Golf Course on the Merrittville Highway
Sunday afternoon.

The owners, Ed Rybski and Walt Windjack, confacted us a
couple of weeks ago asking if we would send a photographer to

“We’d like to have you too if you can make it,” said spokes-!
man Walt in what sounded like an afterthought. {

et et o ‘

WE TURNED UP on schedule, the usual polite speeches
were given, then three professionals from neighboring courses
prepared to show the assembled guests and interested onlookers!
just how the game should be played

However just before Bill Kozak of Niagara Falls teed up the
first ball he turned to master of ceremonies Mike Bolibruk and
asked if he could find someone to complete a foursome.

You never saw such a scattering of possible candidates
or such an assortment of excuses. The group looked for all the
world like a soccer crowd dispersing at half time when the

- hat is passed.

St. 'Catharines Mayor Ivan Buchanan pleaded a lame back|
(this was legitimate), Thorold Township Reeve Mel Swart said|
he was due to start out on a hike along the Bruce Trail; Thorold
Mayor Cecil Grose lit out for his car on the double; Member of
Parliament for Lincoln Jim MeNulty suddenly remembered that
he'd left steaks cooking on his outside barbeque on Glen Park
Rd, "

Despite trying to make ourselves inconspicuous behind the
broad posterior of Welland riding’s Ellis Morningstar, all eyes.

turned in our direction. : ; ;

“I'd love to play,” we lied manfully. “But unfortunately I ?
hit a golf ball from the left side and I notice you only have
righthanded clubs.” )

i

Even this unnnaturally quick thinking failed to save the day,!

From some unknown source a set of southpaw sticks was
thrust into our quavering arms and we were roped in again, i
\
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WE’LL SPARE the readers the gruesome details of the full
nine holes. :
Sufficient it is to say that Kozak, Bill Baker of Niagara-on-

~ the-Lake and Nicol Thompson of Niagara Parks pitched their|

bon Alhndbe mmannls Sn tha nantra Af tha oroon i

The biggest news on the area golf front this weel|
was Brock Golfland’s announcement that the par-3
course on the Merrittville Highway would be doubled
to provide 18 holes.

The additional nine holes
will be ready for play by the
middle of next summer.
The layout will be the first 18-
hole par-3 setup in the area.
There are two other nine-hole
par-3 courses in the Niagara
Peninsula.

One is at the Fairview Mall
and the other is in Niagara
Falls.




|
|

IT’S OFTEN BEEN SAID that everyone efse%%ofession
looks easier than the one in which you happen fo be engaged.

The school teacher has a five-day week, hours 9 to 4 with
two months off in bhe summer and a couple of weeks of holi-
days at Christmas and Easter.

But did you ever think about the jangled nerves yow'd
have if you had to look affer a class packed with 40 youngs-
ters?

We know that we’d be looking forward to those two
months after about the first half day in September.. .

The pro hockey player seems to have it made.

Six months of doing what you enjoy, eating off the fat of
the land, signing autographs, admired by youngsters and
adults. i

But how about those Ibod:y checks or deflecting one of Bob- |
by Hull’'s slapshot with the ankle?
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NOT EVERYONE KNOWS that golfers, pro golfers that is,
have just about the softest touch imaginable.

They wear casual clothes, teach the young ladies how to
swing (a club that is) and as soon as the chill weather sets in
here in Ontario they head for the warm climate in Florida,
California or the Caribbean.

However here again it’s not quite as easy as the picture
you get from a distance.

Last weekend Craig Swaze and yours truly, anng with
John Larocque, Larry Lamb and Tom Garriock hit the golf
cireuit and we'll tell you right now it’s not all it’s cracked up to

be.
Wk ik

SATURDAY AFTERNOON Larocque, Lamb, Swayze and
your left-handed reporter helped open the nine-hole addition to
Brock Golfland on the Merrittville Highway.

It was a fine day, warm but not too suffocatingly so, in fact
just about perfect weather for those who know how to golf.

Unfortunately the four of we sporting types hardly fit into
that category.

We were ai an immediate dlsadvantage when the organ-

We were at an immediate disadvantage when the organ-
izers of the called tournament Ed Rybski and Walt Windjack
also invited pros Gord McInnes and Bruce Murray and top
amateurs such as Ross Wilson to join in the festivities.

Not only were they asked to join in but they were allowed
to tee off first because (1) Ed and Walt wanted to show how
the game should be played and (2) the gentlemen mentioned
above refused to be held up while the hackers looked for their
golf balls'in the woods.

* * *x |

|
IT WAS RATHER DISCONCERTING when the fairly large ?
gallery didn’t even wait around for the genuinely amateur
amateurs to play the first hold but trooped off after MeInnes, |
Murray and Wilson as if hhecy were leading them to the promis- |
ed land.

Our group was left standing alone and ignored on that
first tee as if we had that ailment about which your best
friend won’t tell you.

Actually it was just as well that there were only the halt
and the lame still around, particularly when Larocque
swung at the first ball. |

He carefully placed his ball on the tee, after watching the
pros to see just how this was done, stepped back, flexed his
ample (or some said flabby) museles and swung his two-wood .
at the ball, aiming at the green 125 yards distant.

* * *
LAROCQUE BROUGHT his elub around with fruly awe-




TRSUTIE PUWTL,

There was a swoosh, not unlike the sound of Arnold Pal-
mer’s club, as the shift whistled through the air from the back
swing. :

The similarity between Palmer and Larocque ended mid-
way between that backswing and contact,

While Palmer invariably cuffs the ball cleanly, Larocque
cut a piece of turf approximately two inches wide and one-foot
long and sent it soaring down the fairway for at least 25 yards.

The ball remained absolutely motionless.

The owners of the course, Messrs., Rybski and Windjack
rather forced smiles the rest of the afternoon and directed
one of their attendants to follow our foursome, replacing the
divots as quickly as they were forcibly removed...

However they grudingly admitted later that Larocque had
actually set a course record for distance a divot had been hit
off the first tee.

And this is mot to be taken lightly mind you because those
nine holes have been played for the past three years.
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AFTER THAT things got only slightly worse but it is to the
everlasting credit of the man at Brock Golfland that they in-
sisted we all return — not necessarily this year, but at least
when the sod is more firmly atbached to the ground beneath.

Being such a good-natured type we don’t think John
would mind our mentioning the stance he adopts while ad-
dressing the ball, (As this is a family newspaper we’ll delete
the phrases he used AFTER the ball has been struck, or at
least after the ball has been threatened.) :

The only comparison which comes to mind is that he looks

somewhat like a six-day bicycle racer — crouched over, post- |

erior ouf, head up and anms outstretched.

By the end of the 18th hole John still had the appearance of
a six-day rider but now it was more like those cyclists look
with only three laps to go — tired, perspiring but still refusing

Etoiguit.
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SUNDAY AS YOU MAY have moticed, was a scorcher.
Not a cloud in the sky, the sun blasting down like a

i blowtoreh. In fact typical of the days invariably selected by the

T

Ontario Sports Writers and Sportscasters for their annual

tournament at the Niagara Parks Commission course.

Not being members of this association Larocque and
Lamh were spared further humiliation but Swayze and yours
truly teamed up with Garriock and Norm Marshall for the
second half of the weekend tour.

The Saturday outing was actually child’s play in com-
parison with those 18 long, long holes Sunday morning and
afternoon,

At the midway sandwich break three of the foursome were

starting a glorious tan while we were turning a blushing pink.

After 18 Qarriock, Swayze and Marshall were brown and

healthy while our every exposed area was like a tomatoes after
being left on the vine 10 days too long.

Marshall, who won the tournament with a sparkling 82,

claimed that the the best thing for this type of a burn was a
good, warm shower.

Wi Ldferaiit e

PERHAPS A WARM shower might have helped the cause
but those who had come in earlier had used up all the hot
water and only the cold was leff.

Have you ever turned a tap onto a hot frying pan and
heard it sizzle?

Well that was the sound, nauseating to us, hilarious to
others -in the locker room as those needles of freezing water
virtually turned info steam as they struck that taut, red skin.

Those two days completed our golf for the year.

As we said earlier, the life of the golfer on the circuit may
seem a pretiy wonderful life for those in ofher pursuits,

We know differently,
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